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3- Visual Brainstorm- what do you
already know?

Before you do any research on a topic, you must work out what you already know about the
topic. Your task today is to produce a visual brainstorm about your topic; this will help you to
work out what you need to research as the year progresses.

The text to the left (1) is a Wordle visual brainstorm of all of the main components of the word
research; the larger the words are, the more commonly they are associated with the definition of
research.

You can use the bottom or reverse of this page, or use a different page altogether. You could
put your topic in the middle and then spend10-15 minutes recording everything you know about
your topic, especially what you consider are the most important aspects (yours may probably
look like the second image (2), but you may wish to write the important words larger like the
Wordle). You could also draw your responses. Next week we will be in a computing room
producing our own Wordle visual brainstorms from various information sites (you will see how
effective and useful this is) and then compare them to our own brainstorms today. Good luck!
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